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By Mrs. Ava B. Miller 

Home Demonstration Club Collection 

 

The article below on the Plainview Community was taken from a document  Towns  & Communities of 

Denton County, Texas. This was a document compiled by Emily Fowler and Alma Lain Chambers and was 

started by Mrs. Fowler in the 1930’s and additions made by members of the Home Demonstration Clubs of 

Denton County, the Parent-Teacher organization of the county and the editors. The Krum section was 

compiled by Mrs. Billie Barry with help from Bonnie Cole and Oma Lee Hood Hardy and was done around 

the period 1945-1950. This article was written by Mrs. Ava Barnet Miller. 

 

   The beginning of Plainview Community was in the "Eighties." Some of the early settlers were C. E. 

Bishop, J. T. Bratcher, Henry Riek, W. Y. Barnett, J. B. Baxter, Mr. Irby, P. Collier and E. E. Dean. These 

men saw the necessity for a school.  

 

    A one-room school building was erected which was first known as Bernard School # 2. Miss Egan was the 

first teacher and her salary was $25.00 per month, $5.00 of which she paid to the Riek family for board.  

 

    After the schoolhouse was built, a Baptist Sunday School was organized. A church followed and S. G. 

Christal of Decatur was the first pastor. A discussion came up as to what name to give this church and 

community. Rev. Christal suggested the name Plainview mentioning how the settlement could be seen from 

a long distance.  

 

    As new people continued to move into this community, the need of a church building arose. C. R. 

Moreman and wife of Denton, parents of  Mrs. W. Y. Barnett, donated the land for said church a short 

distance from the school building. A church building was erected in the early nineties and has been known 

ever since as Plainview Baptist Church. A plot of ground adjoining the church property was purchased from 

W. L. Walker in 1898 to be used as a cemetery. This Mr. Walker was the first person to be buried in the 

cemetery. His death occurred a few months after the purchase.  

 

    Two criminals moved into the community from Indian Territory about 1896. They were known as Bill 

Stanton and Bill Coin. They seemed to be hard-working farmers thereby gaining their neighbors' confidence. 

A short time after their arrival people began missing things from their homes along with feed and harness. 

This went on for a year or two before the culprits were discovered.  

 

    In order to capture the men who had escaped, the wife of Stanton, a beautiful woman, was held a prisoner 

at Henry Riek's home in hopes of capturing Stanton. He and his partner made several bold attempts to get the 

woman. All the men of the community took turns guarding the Riek home and searching the country for 

these desperados. Finally after several weeks, they grew bolder, with the result of Coin's being killed and 

Stanton wounded. In later years, Stanton wrote a letter from Indian Territory to a neighbor in Plainview 

community, saying that he lost a leg from the shot that he received in the fight.  

 

    Plainview has grown to be one of Denton County's prosperous Communities. Walter Bishop, son of C. E. 

Bishop; George Riek, son of Henry Riek; Joe Barnett and Mrs. J. H. Miller, children of W. Y. Barnett are 

survivors living today in the same community as their pioneer fathers.  

Mrs. Ava B. Miller  
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Added by Kathryn Dodd: Below are some Denton Record Chronicle newspaper articles about Plainview: 

 

March 30, 1916: The singing convention at Plainview Saturday was a decided success. There was a large 

crowd in attendance and a fine singing program. Was rendered by the following classes: Justin, Slidell, 

Cooper Creek, Plainview, and Krum. An excellent dinner was served to all present. A large crowd from 

Krum was there.   

  

A ball game was played at Plainview between Plainview and Krum. The score was 20 to 2 in favor of Krum. 

 

 

March 23, 1935: 

Three Schools Running Close in Literary Events:  

  Denton, Sanger, and Pilot Point were running neck and neck Saturday morning as the annual literary events 

of the Interscholastic League County meet went into their closing rounds.  

  All events but music and picture memory contests, to be held during the afternoon and debate finals slated 

for next Friday night, would be completed during the morning. Checking and tabulating results remained 

however, and Cecil E. Hill of Justin , county director general said it would be Monday before meet winners 

could be listed for this week-ends rounds.  

Class B story telling first went to Ray McNabb of Krum, second to Joyce Sitzes of Pilot Point and third to 

Caval Boydstun of Sanger. In Class C. Hazel Belcher of Plainview ranked first, Elizabeth Miller of Green 

Valley second and O’Dell Taylor of Stony third.  

  

 

   
Plainview Church Ca 1930 
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